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As we enter into this second great period of the Church's history an
opportunity comes to us, since we have the stage, and since the people
of the world are willing to listen and give credit. Now is the time for
us to rally to our standards and demonstrate the power there is in the
Gospel of Jesus Christ.

God help us to see our opportunity and embrace it, and carry forward gloriously the Lord's purposes, until his work shall be consummated and become the glory of the earth, I pray, in the name of Jesus
Christ.

Amen.
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Twelve Apostles

Anticipating an invitation to speak during this Conference, and
realizing that the speakers would be heard by a large number of people
outside of this building, I prepared some notes that I might speak from,
I
but
don't know that I shall use them.

GRATITUDE FOR BLESSINGS OF LORD

want to say to the brethren and sisters that I am very happy
in my membership in the Church of Jesus Christ of Latter-day Saints,
and in the blessings of the Gospel which I enjoy in common with you.
I am happy in your fellowship and association, and in the work that
I have been honored to do in this Church.
The Lord has been good to us as a people, and he has been good
to me as an individual. As I look back over my life and its experiences,
I can see where the Lord has held me by the hand, as it were, and led
me along the path of duty, shielding me from evil and wickedness
that I might have indulged in to my everlasting sorrow and condemI

nation.
will of

best of

I feel that it is

as

little

as I

can do

to seek to

know what

the

my Father in heaven is concerning me, and to. do his will to the
my ability. I believe that every member of this Church should

feel the same.
If we turn our thoughts back over our past lives, I
feel sure that all of us will have occasion to rejoice in the fatherly
care that has been given us, and the many blessings that have been

showered upon

us.

TESTIMONY REGARDING THIS WORK
have passed the period of question or doubt, which comes into
many people, and I do know of a surety, and have proven
over and over again from the scriptures and by the application of
reason and good sense, to my perfect satisfaction, that this work is
true, so that I have no fear of any man being able to disprove it.
I have lived the Gospel, in part, at least, so as to have the witness
of the Spirit of God, and I do know, by the power of the Holy Ghost,
that Jesus is the Christ, the Son of the living God, and the Redeemer
and 'Savior of this world.
I

the lives of

;!

:

—
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know

in heaven lives, a glorified and immortal
And I
being, with all power power to bless and power to save.
know that this work is true, that in it is the saving power of God to
I know, by sense of reason, that
those who will accept and obey it.
Gospel
restoring
this
he who was the instrument in the hands of God in
to earth, must have been and is a prophet of God.
I

that

our Father

—

NOT ACCEPTED IN THEIR OWN DAY
hard for the people of this day and time to accept Joseph
It was ever so that the prophets were
a Prophet of God.
The Scriptures
not generally accepted by the people of their time.
relate that when Jesus was preaching in the synagogue in his own
country, the people were astonished, and said
It is

Smith as

"Whence hath this man this wisdom, and these mighty works?
"Is not this the carpenter's son? is not his mother called Mary? and his
brethren, James and Joses, and Simon, and Judas?
"And his sisters, are they not all with us? Whence then hath this man
all these things?
"And they were offended in him. But Jesus said unto them,
prophet is
not without honor, save in his own country, and in his own house.

A

have often wished that he had added, which I think he could
have done with equal truth, "save in the day and time in which he lived."
I

"And

he did not

many mighty works

there because of their unbelief." (Matt.

13:54-58.)

come when all men, as universally
as they accept Jesus Christ to be the Savior of the world, will acknowledge Joseph Smith to have been a great prophet of God in these last
days, in the dispensation of the fulness of times.
I

firmly believe that the time will

Brethren and

which I feel and know to be true, I
are living your religion, feel and know to

sisters, that

believe that you, also,

who

be true, by the same means.

THE FAITH OF OUR FATHERS

An impressive thought came to me this morning while
singing the hymn, "Come, Come, Ye Saints."
"We'll find the place which

God

we were

for us prepared,

Far away in the West
Where none shall come to hurt or make afraid
There the Saints will be blessed. * * *

"And should we

Happy day

We

die before
!

all

is

then are free from

With

the just

we

our journey's through,

well
toil

and sorrow too;

shall dwell."

These words express the feeling of our pioneer fathers and
mothers in their deep trial when their faces were turned, as it were,
from civilization toward the great unexplored West, bringing with
them practically nothing but the Gospel, which was the dearest thing
they had on earth and with the hope that the Lord would inspire his
;
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they might find a place of refuge, safety and liberty,
where they could worship the Lord according to the dictates of their

leaders

that

They endured much sorrow and tribulation,
consciences.
died in the effort to make for us what we have here today.

and many

OUR OBLIGATION

We
We

We

have inherited the
are their successors in this work.
blessings that they finally were able to enjoy.
are indebted to this
work for all that we have, all that we hope to obtain. Are we going
to carry on the work as faithfully and devotedly as did our pioneer

we lying down on the job? Are we fainting by the
Or are we living our religion, and by so doing setting an
example to the world worthy of their emulation, such as will cause
them to glorify our Father in heaven by an investigation of that which
has made us what we are, that is commendable, and perchance, by
their embracing the Gospel and engaging with us in the furtherance of

parents, or are

way?

work?
Do we ever consider that we are under obligation to our fellow
we are under obligation to the Church, as well as to ourDo we consider that we are under obligation to our fathers
selves?
and our mothers, who have suffered and endured so much for us?
If we will not live our religion for our own soul's salvation, then
we ought to do so for the sake of others, including our children, and
our children's children who are coming after us.

the Lord's

men, that

PERTAINING TO OUR KINDRED DEAD

We have a responsibility pertaining to our kindred dead. The
Prophet Joseph tells us, and it is on record, that the greatest responsibility that God has laid upon us is that of looking after our kindred
dead. Until the Church was organized, and there were temples built,
and an opportunity for the living to do something for the dead, there
seemed to be no occasion for our forebears to look to us. There was
But with the introduction of the
nothing we could do for them.
Gospel, and the building of temples, the Lord sent his servant, Elijah,
as predicted by Malachi he would do, who conferred the keys upon
Joseph and Oliver of the turning of the hearts of the fathers to the
From that
children, and the hearts of the children to the fathers.
day, the 3rd of April, 1836, when in the Kirtland temple that wonderful
manifestation was had, there has been a spirit and a desire among the
children of men on the earth, not only those in the Church, but those
Men and women of
outside as well, to know of their kindred dead.
education and wealth are expending their fortunes and their time in the
search for knowledge of a genealogical character, and in the printing of
histories of their families.

Governments have made provision for the

keeping of records, just such statistics as we need in order to perform
Genealogical libraries have been estabthis temple work for our dead.
lished all through the land, and these family histories, and other genealogical information, are accessible to the Latter-day Saints.
The Lord is using those who are not of us in the furtherance of
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his purposes

and in helping

us, that

we may more

fully

do our duty

by our kindred dead.
SERVING A TWO-FOLD PURPOSE

Are we making use of this information, and are we going into
the temples of the Lord to do this work? Or if we are not able ourselves to go, are we expending some of our means in the employment
of others to go through the temple for our dead?
All the ordinances administered in the temples are performed without any charge to the individual. Those who come there can attend to
those labors without any charge whatever. If you cannot come it will
be necessary for you, in the endowment work of the temple, to have
some one represent you.
In these temples we have some of our aged pioneers who have
worn themselves out, as it were, in helping to make this country inhabitable, beautiful and prosperous as we find it today.
Their bodies
are broken but their spirits are alive and awake as much as ever, and
they find in the temples a work that they can do just as well as can
younger people, who are more vigorous in a physical way. Some of
these people have nothing to live upon except the mere pittance which
is given them in compensation for the work they do for others in the
temples. If you; cannot go to the temple yourselves, send to the temple
a little money with a record of your dead and these good people will do
the work for you, and you will not only be redeeming your kindred
dead but you will by so doing be helping to support the worthy poor
had a letter come to us a few days ago from a man
of the Church.
here in the city who is interested in genealogical and temple work,
and he suggested that in these times, when there are so many of our
people out of employment, men who are worthy to go to the temple,
would be an opportune time to make known to the people of
it
this Church that if they would furnish some means now to get their
temple work done, these unemployed people would receive a great
blessing in being employed to do that work.
That, I think, is a suggestion worthy of consideration, as we are looking about us for something to do to alleviate this distressing condition of the unemployed.

We

ACCORDING TO OUR KNOWLEDGE
Brethren and sisters, are we living our religion to the best of our
knowledge? I want to say to you that no man can be saved in the
kingdom of God without knowledge, knowledge of the Gospel of Jesus
Christ, of the way of salvation, and no man can be condemned without
a knowledge of this Gospel. The Lord has made provision that every
child of his that comes to maturity in life shall hear and have the
privilege of accepting the Gospel either here or hereafter.
When the
ordinance work is done for those who died without a knowledge of
the Gospel, it becomes effective for their salvation upon their acceptance of

it.

Are we, brethren and sisters, who know the truth, living according
which we have received, so as to not fall under condemna-

to the light

:
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think I can promise the Latter-day Saints, in truth, and in the
of the Lord, if you,
brethren and sisters, will live up to the
light of the Gospel as you have received it, you will obtain a salvation
in the kingdom of God.
If you shall be disappointed and condemned
in the end it will be because you have not lived up to the light and
knowledge which you have of the Gospel. I wonder if our Father in
tion?

I

my

name

is going to be disappointed in some of us, his children, when
return, having had the opportunities the Gospel has afforded us
here in life. I wonder if we will be disappointed in ourselves, if our
parents will be disappointed in us, or our children who come after us.

heaven

we

This is something, brethren and sisters, that I think we should
consider most seriously. Our time is brief at longest here in which to
prepare for the life which is to come. Wle cannot afford to waste our
time.
cannot afford to trifle with sacred things and sacred duties.
The sin of neglect is unjustifiable. "He that knoweth to do good
and doeth it not is in sin before the Lord, and he that knoweth to do
right and doeth it not is in sin."

We

OUR RESPONSIBILITY TO TEACH OTHERS

Our obligation is not only to ourselves but to our fellow men here
the world.
mustn't overlook that. If we be not called to go
abroad and preach the Gospel, there is plenty for us to do at home.
The spirit of this work is, every man to his neighbor he that is warned,
to warn his neighbor. Our responsibility to teach the Gospel to others
is set forth in Ezekiel, 3rd Chapter, 20th verse

We

in

;

"When
iniquity,

a

and

I

righteous man doth turn from his righteousness, and commit
lay a stumblingblock before him, he shall die: because thou hast

him warning, he shall die in his sin, and his righteousness which he
hath done shall not be remembered but his blood will I require at thine hand."
not given

;

Every

was

man and woman

that

in sincerity

Have we

has received the Gospel
man or woman.

time of entering the Church a righteous
held them in righteousness?

at the

The ministry of the Church at home has a responsibility of completing the conversion and holding these men and women.
Are we
doing it in an organized way, as effectively as we can? Are we, as
individuals, doing our part to our neighbors within the Church? If
we see men and women neglecting their duties in the Church and we
know that they are in danger of losing that which would be more
precious to them than life, do we give them a note of warning in the
spirit of kindness and brotherly love, and reach out a hand to help them,
and bring them back and put them in the way of religious duty? Are
we doing our full duty by our fellow men?
Brethren and sisters, these are questions that we may well ask
ourselves, and then answer them to our satisfaction, by living up to our
obligations and to the light and knowledge of the Gospel which we

have.

We
desire in

cannot accomplish this alone, but

our hearts to

live

our

religion,

if

and

we

seek the

Lord with

to do his will,

he will
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•

help us so that we will be able to come off victorious, conquerors of
ourselves, conquerors of evil, devoted adherents and advocates of the
truth of God. May he so bless us and save us in his kingdom, I pray,
in the name of Jesus Christ. Amen.

At the request of President Grant the congregation arose and
"God Moves in a Mysterious Way."

sang,

ELDER
Of

J.

GOLDEN KIMBALL

the First Council of

Seventy

intend to be reminiscent in what I shall say on this occasion.
have frequently called your attention to the fact that under
President John Taylor I was permitted to fill a mission in the Southern
States, in 1883 and '84, under the presidency of Elder B. H. Roberts.
They were trying times, and the elders, as a whole, traveled without
I

I

purse and without scrip.
In 1892 I was again appointed, under President Wilford Woodruff,
to preside over the Southern States Mission. It was during that period
of time that I found God; as my father said: God answered my prayers,
and isn't that a pretty good evidence that God lives? My testimony
was fixed and fast, and what I knew I learned by obedience and through
suffering.
I take the position that knowledge cannot be knowledge without
experience, so that what I know through the influence of the Holy
Ghost for I have heard that still, small voice I know to my perfect
satisfaction.
There is no question of a doubt in my mind as to the
truth of this work, and any time in my life that I can be convinced that
Joseph Smith was not a prophet of God, then I will question the truth
of this work. But Joseph Smith to me is a prophet, and there is hardly
notwitha Kimball living in the flesh today
of the first generation
standing we were very young when our father died, that did not have
burned into his soul as a child that Joseph Smith was a prophet of the
living God that Brigham Young was his successor that he too was
a great prophet.
Now, it is along that line that I desire to occupy your time for a
few moments, and to do so I expect to forecast from dead prophets.
I shall not undertake to quote from memory as it is very difficult
for me to quote correctly.
The prophet Joel said we elders in that day on many occasions
quoted this prophetic saying:

—

—

—

—

:

;

—

"And
flesh

come

afterward that I will pour out ray Spirit upon all
and your sons and your daughters shall prophesy your old men shall

;

it

shall

to pass

;

dream dreams

;

your young men shall see

visions."

think one of the greatest pieces of philosophy in the Bible is:
"Where there is no vision the people perish." And the Prophet Joseph
Smith left with us this statement "Where there are no gifts there is
I

:

no

faith."

