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and he will hold us responsible for the teaching that they receive.

I hope and pray that we will so teach them that when the end
shall come we can receive from him that blessing, "Well done,
good and faithful servant, enter into the joy of thy Lord," and that

we may have our loved ones with us eternally, is my prayer, in the
name of Jesus Christ. Amen.

A soprano solo, "Beautiful Zion for me," was sung' by Lily

Shipp Burton.

PRESIDENT HEBER J. GRANT
"Beautiful Zion For Me," was written by Brother Charles W.

Penrose upon the spur of the moment when bidding good-bye to Brig-

ham Young, Jr., who had presided over the European mission, and who
was about to sail for home. Brother Penrose remarked, "Oh, Brigham,
beautiful Zion for me ! I wish I were going with you." Then he

asked Brother Brigham Young, Jr., "Do you know the tune, 'Beautiful

Isle of the Sea?'" And he said, "Yes." "All right, I will write

you a hymn to that tune that you can sing on the ocean." And Pres-

ident Penrose wrote this hymn. i

ELDER GEORGE F. RICHARDS
On occasions of this character there is an obligation resting

upon each member of the Church present, perhaps the greatest re-

sponsibility is upon those who are called upon to instruct the people.

PRAYER IS OF GREAT BENEFIT

We all have need of the help jour Lord so generously gives,

when sought after in the way that he has appointed. Our singers

need help that they may have control of their voices, that they may
have the spirit of these hymns and songs which are sung, that the song

may be as a prayer unto the Lord, that it may be an acceptable feature

of our worship, and be answered with blessings upon our heads, and

that they may be able, not only to be heard, but to be understood.

The individuals who pray need help that they may be able to voice the

sentiments and feelings of the members of the congregation, for they

are not offering an individual prayer, but a prayer for the whole

people, expressive of their thoughts and feelings. The speaker needs

that help which the Saints can give by their prayers of faith. The
Lord has said that the prayers of a righteous man availeth much with

the Lord. This being the case, the prayer, silent and secret though it

be, of many faithful men and women is sure to avail more with the

Lord, and if we all do our duty in the spirit of worship when we come
together on such occasions, our worship will not only be approved of the

Lord, but will be sanctified to our blessing and salvation.

THE SPIRIT OF GOD, THE SOUL OF THE CHURCH

The Apostle Paul in an epistle to the Corinthians made com-
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parison of the Church and the offices thereof with the human body,
and made the declaration that one member could not say to another

:

"I have no need of thee," for all the members are necessary. Not-
withstanding the perfection of this organism of man which God has
created, there is something within, that is the spirit, that if it were
lacking this body would be as the dust of the earth, there would be
no virtue in it. And so it is with the Church of Christ and the officers
therein. But for the Spirit of God, which is the very soul of the
Church, of our religion, of "Mormonism," it would be powerless to

accomplish its destiny in the earth. There is in this thing called "Mor-
monism" a spirit, a spiritual life, and I fear that many of us have not
found it. I fear that we are too mechanical in our prayers, in our
worship, and in our service of God. When this spirit is upon us we
feel the truth and see the beauty of the gospel which we have received.

Our souls are lighted up by it and we have the spirit of testimony and
a knowledge of the truth. It is the spirit of revelation, it is the spirit

by which the Church and kingdom of God has been set up and by which
the work has been conducted up to the present time. We can have
this spirit with us and have its manifestation if we will live for it,

my brethren and sisters. We must make these tabernacles of ours,
which are the temples of God, fit to receive the Holy Ghost that he
may dwell within us, that we may be inspired by him in that which
we have to do in life, to see aright, to feel aright, and to act aright,'

that our administrations and our lives may be acceptable unto God. We
cannot do this work assigned to us, we cannot live our religion ac-
ceptably to the Lord without his help.

THE SPIRIT COMES TO THOSE WHO ARE WILLING

If we obtain his help it must be through his holy Spirit, and if we
would have that Spirit we must live for it holy lives, being al-

together worthy in the sight of the Lord, then we must have a willing

spirit, willing to receive that which the Lord has to give us, willing

to give that which the Lord desires at our hands, whether it be our

time, our talents, our means, or our lives, we must have that willingness

of spirit that we will place all upon the altar to be used by the Lord for

the accomplishment of his purposes, the saving of the souls of his

children. We must recognize that authority which the Lord has placed

here in the earth, in his Church, for he has said : "Whether it be by my
own mouth, or by the mouth of my servant, it is the same." So, when
a call is made upon us by those who are in authority, we should regard

it as a call from the Lord, and never refuse to accept that call, no
matter what of sacrifice it may entail. We should receive these things

with grateful hearts, having that faith and trust in God that it will

mean to us honor and glory in the life to come which it certainly will

if we magnify these callings and the work which is assigned to us.

We are here to learn what the will of God is concerning us and to do
his will, walking in the footsteps of our Savior, even in the light as
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he was in the light, that we may receive a fulfilment of the promise

that we shall have fellowship one with another in his kingdom, and that

the blood of Jesus Christ shall cleanse us from all sins.

PRAISE THE LORD IN PRAYER FOR OPPORTUNITY AND BLESSINGS

I have been greatly edified and blessed in this conference. I have

enjoyed the inspiring songs, so beautifully rendered, and particularly

the song, "Beautiful Zion for me." My soul went out in rejoicing and

thanksgiving before the Lord that my lot is cast with the Latter-day

Saints in Zion, that I have membership in the Church and kingdom of

God here upon the earth, that I have the fellowship of the Saints, their

love and confidence and association, that I have a portion of the auth-

ority of the Lord and have been honored with the privilege to minister

for him in this great ministry in the earth, for his sustaining hand and
power have been with me in my ministry, notwithstanding my weak-
nesses and personal inability. May the name of the Lord be praised for-

ever.

My attendance at the meetings of this conference have had the

effect of bringing me to appreciate, it seems to me, more than ever

before, the blessings of the Lord unto me and unto his people. I love the

Latter-day Saints. I desire to see the blessings of God poured out

upon them, the blessings of heaven and the blessings of earth, and I

desire to see this people faithful in keeping the commandments of the

Lord and in doing his will. Brethren and sisters, if we appreciate

the great blessings that have come to us through the gospel, let us never

forget our obligation to render thanksgiving to our Father in Heaven
for them, in the name of Jesus Christ. Morning and night is not too

often. It was not too often when I was a child at my mother's knee.

I have never felt less the need of prayer than at that time. As obliga-

tions have come to me, and as I have been made to appreciate more the

blessings of the Lord, I have felt more the need of prayer, and I have
constantly, and fervently prayed unto him in praise and thanksgiving,

and, realizing my dependence and my weakness, I have pleaded with

him for mercy, forgiveness and for spiritual guidance. The Lord has

been very good to me, and I feel sure you feel the same, brethren and
sisters, that he has been good to you.

OTHER WAYS THAN PRAYER TO MANIFEST APPRECIATION

Now let me say, it is not sufficient that we pray to the Lord
often in thanksgiving for the blessings. There are other ways in which
we can manifest our appreciation, if we appreciate what the Lord has

done for us, we will love him and the greater our appreciation of these

blessings the greater will be our love, and the Lord has said: "If ye

love me, keep my commandments," and thereby does he know whether

we love him, if we keep his commandments. He has said : "If a man
love me, he will keep my word." He has given us his word through
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his servants. President Heber J. Grant has referred to the Word of

Wisdom as the word of God, which it is. Now the Lord says : "If

ye love me, keep my commandments. If a man love me, he will keep
my word." Some people say : "But the Word of Wisdom is not a

commandment." If the Lord has commanded that I love him with all

my heart, with all my soul, with all my might, and then has said that

if I love him I will keep his word, therein is a commandment to me
that I keep the Word of Wisdom. Regard it as you will, to me it is

sufficient to know that it is the mind and will of God. That is what
we are here for, my brethren and sisters, to learn his mind and will

and then with his help to do it at whatever cost it may entail.

TESTIMONY

I know that this is God's work, I am thankful for it, I know that

President Heber J. Grant is the mouthpiece of God unto this people at

this time, and I know that he has the inspiration of his calling. I

know that this work is progressing as it has under administrations of

the Church which have gone before, and I know there will be no
dearth of interest on the part of the Latter-day Saints in helping to

carry on this work. I am assured of its triumph. I have no fear of

future embarrassment, of being found in a mistaken condition. I know,
and thank God for this testimony, that this is his work, that he is at

the helm, and that it will triumph. This is my testimony which I

bear to you, in the name of Jesus Christ. Amen.

PRESIDENT HEBER J. GRANT
We have a half hour left and there is some business to be attended

to, namely, the presenting of the Authorities, and I would like to make a

few closing remarks. I do not know that it would hurt the Latter-day

Saints if we were to overrun the time fifteen or twenty minutes. I

would like to hear from all our mission presidents that have not spoken,

and I will ask them to watch that clock and to bear us a testimony of

from three to five minutes.

ELDER SAMUEL O. BENNION

President of the Central States Mission
'

I am very happy, my brethren and sisters, to be in attendance

at this conference ; and, had I been left to my own desires I would
have preferred that my time be given to President Grant. I appreciate

the gospel and the knowledge that has come to me through my ministry,

and the privilege I have had of laboring in the ministry, bearing my
testimony to the children of men ; that the work of God as revealed

through the Prophet Joseph Smith in our day is true. In my travels

I have found faith among the children of men, and have become ac-

quainted with many men and women who have obeyed the gospel of




