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OUTDOOR MEETING.

to say, in conclusion of these services,' that I endorse the remarks
that have been made here by our
brethren, and trust that they will
find an abiding place in the hearts
And I
of those assembled here.

wish to say to Brother John W.
Hart, that while I am very much
chagrined, humiliated and ashamed
of the condition that prevails in the
State of Utah, not because the people so willed it, I am proud to know
that the State of Idaho and the State
of Colorado and the State of Arizona, and the States of Washington
and Oregon, in this Rocky INIountain

have

region and the Pacific Coast
set an example that is worthy

And

one more
word. The remark has been made
that whispering is being indulged
in to some extent by some of the
to be followed.

A

meeting was held in front of
Bureau of Information, at 2
Elder George F. Richards
p. m.
presided, and the 17th Ward choir,
conducted by James H. Neilson, furthe

nished the music.
The Choir and congregation sang
the hymn
"How firm a founda:

tion," etc.

The opening prayer was ofifered
by Elder Benjamin Goddard.
The Choir sang the hymn, "Jesus,
I my cross have taken," Bessie S.
Rex rendered the solo part.

ELDER GEORGE

F.

RICHARDS.

just

people to the efifect, that the authorities of the Church of Jesus Christ
of Latter-day Saints do not want
prohibition, and I think I am in a

Faith of Saints manifest by very large
attendance at Conference Vital importance of religion Compliance with
Gospel ordinances repugnant to the
worldly All the truth of all religions
embraced in "Mormonism"
God's
mercy and justice evidenced in plan of
salvation for the dead.

—

—

—

—

position to say, that the authorities

of the Church, the Presidency, and
the Council of the Twelve, stand for
temperance, and they do want such
prohibition.
Those who declare to
the contrary, when they come to
you, tell them that they speak that
which is not true. And I think I
know what I am talking about.
I do not wish to make any more
remarks because the time is spent.

A

selection, entitled,

Day,"'

was sung by

a

"A

Perfect

male chorus.

The Choir sang the anthem,
"Grant us Peace," Ada Russell and
Alanasseh
Smith rendering the
duet.

My

dear

friends,

brethren,

Elder

W.

D. Kuhre pronounced

and
that

we have not

a building sufficiently
large to house all of the people who

have come up to this Temple Block
today to worship the Lord, and that
so many have to stand during our
service.
I do believe, though, if we
will try and concentrate our minds
upon the things of God and His
kingdom, having a desire to worship
Him in spirit and in truth, that we
the fatigue
and, through our faith, receive from
the Lord that which will encourage
and comfort us, and build us up in
will be able to stand

our

faith.

The

large Tabernacle is filled to
overflowing perhaps ten thousand
The
people are assembled there.
Assembly Hall is filled to overflowing perhaps between two and three
;

the benediction.

sisters,

—we regret exceedingly

;

ELDER GEORGE F. RICHARDS.
thousand people there, and, as you
can see, a large concourse of people
here.

It all reflects credit

upon the

Latter-day Saints, and interest on
their part in the work of the Lord.

Those who had the privilege of

at-

tending the opening session of' our
conference this morning, held in the
large Tabernacle, and heard what
President Joseph F. Smith had to
impart by way of instruction, and
report of conditions, will surely have

no doubt in their minds as to the development of this great work, its
growth and progress in the earth.
I have great joy and satisfaction,
my brethren and sisters, in my re-

my membership in this the
Church of Jesus Christ of Latterday Saints, having the assurance
that this work is the work of God,
ligion,

the povrer of God unto happiness
and joy in this life, salvation and
eternal life in the world to come.
The principles and ordinances of the
Gospel, which we have embraced as
Latter-day Saints, are amply sustained by the scriptures. Those who
have made an investigation, unbiased and thorough, will be convinced of this fact.
There is a great satisfaction in being right.
There is great disap-

pointment in having been wrong
upon any question and the more
important the question, the greater
;

the

satisfaction

or the disappoint-

ment, as the case may be. There is,
my friends, no question of greater
moment to the children of men than
religion, the plan which God has instituted for the salvation of

His

chil-

dren.
I am thoroughly
convinced
that the time will come when all the

problems of religion will be unraveled, and when that day
comes,
great will be the comfort of those
who have been right, and great indeed will be the discomfiture of
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who have been wrong upon
important question.
When God placed man upon the
earth and shut him out from His
presence, and required him to live
by faith. He did not leave him without evidences of the existence, the
power, and the love of God. Those
those

this

evidences are so many, and so potent
that those who' reject God and His
existence are excluded from those
who will receive salvation in His

kingdom. "He that cometh
must believe that He is"

to

God

(Heb.

11:6).

There is a class of people in the
world, and they are very numerous,
who are willing to accept God according to their own conception of
Him, His existence, and of the immortality of the soul of man, who
are not willing to accept of certain
ordinances of the
principles and
Gospel necessary for their salvation,
such as repentance from sin, the necessity for it as a condition of salvation,

baptism by immersion

in

water

for the remission of sins, the laying
on of hands for the gift of the Holy
Ghost these and other ordinances,
and the necessity for their being administered by one whose authority
When the time
God recognizes.
comes when all things will be understood, if it shall prove true as the

—

scriptures teach and as we believe,
that these principles and ordinances,
as well as faith in God the Eternal

Son, Jesus
Father, and in His
are necessary to salvation,
how much better ofif will we be who
have accepted these great truths
than those who have rejected them;
Christ,

and

if it

were possible

wise than true, would
be as well off as they,

to be other-

we

and

if

not

still

true

we
we

would be infinitely better
would have the satisfaction of havoff,

!

!
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ing been right upon this great question.

At any rate, we, as Latter-day
Saints are on the sure side, as we
have all that others accept of truth
and many more truths, principles,
and ordinances than they have. Indeed, this work which we have es-

commonly known

poused,

as

"Mor-

monism," embraces all truth and all
good. There is no truth or good
that is not included in our religion,
and there is nothing but truth and
good included in it and these facts
will be known to the world of man;

kind in time,
If

shall

it

if

not at the present.

prove true,

as the scriptures teach
that the Gospel

my

and

friends,

as

we

be-

plan
which the Lord instituted from the
foundation of the world, by which
men can be saved in His kingdom
and presence, and there is no other
plan, and that it is the plan by which
all men are to be judged, and that
justice demands that it be taught to
the dead as well as to the living, and
that the ordinances which are necessary for the living are also necessary for the dead, what a satisfaction it will be when these things are
known generally to those who have
accepted of them.
On the other
hand, what a great disappointment
it will be to those who have rejected,
and how much better off we will be
who have built temples and maintained them at such cost, who have
procured at great cost and effort the
genealogies of our dead, and have
gone into the temples of the Lord
and performed these ordinances for
lieve,

them

I

!

it

the

what a satisfaction it
and what a disappointbe to those who have

say,

will be to us,

ment

is

will

rejected these principles.
If

it

shall

prove true, as we be-

and as the scriptures plainly
teach, that a worthy man and woman
lieve,

joined together as husband and wife,
under solemn covenant for time and
for all eternity, that union solemnized in the Temple of the Lord as He
has directed, by the authority which
he
has
delegated to men, and
those relationships maintained and
recognized in the life beyond,
and that they shall have eternal increase in the kingdom of
God, and that all other unions will
not be so recognized,
what a satisfaction it will be to those who have
accepted this divine truth, this great
hope, and have yielded obedience unto it, and have been true and faithful
in the keeping of their covenants
On the other hand, what a great disappointment it will be to those who
have rejected these scriptural and
divine truths
brethren, sisters, and friends,
we find that the Latter-day Saints
are on the safe side of this great
question from any angle that we
may view it. Is it then to be wondered that when men come among
us, and women too, proselyting, that
they do not convert the Latter-day
Saints to their faith, their creeds and
denominations ? Is it a wonder that
our missionaries who have been in
the field by thousands, yes hundreds
of thousands, at different
times,
have not been converted in the world
by men who have been schooled for
the ministry?
Is it a wonder that
hundreds of thousands of men and
women in the world, honest and conscientious, have yielded obedience
tmto these principles, forsaking all
that their former faith, or creeds,
had to offer to them? Or is it a
wonder that there are today, as there
are, thousands of men and women
who have come among us, not for
religion's sake, many of whom, by
investigation of these truths, have
become converted, convinced, and

—

My

—

ELDER GERMAN E. ELLSWORTH.
have turned away from their former
faith, and adopted the true faith, the
Gospel of the Lord Jesus Christ? I
say it is no wonder. The promise is
that the truth shall be understood by
the true individual, he whose heart
is true before God, if he will seek
with honest heart and purpose to
know the truth, shall find it. "Seek
and ye shall find." .By yielding obedience unto the commandments and
the requirements of the Gospel, fol-

within the Church.
We have no
power over the world except by the
power of love, and we have no right

any other way than
and kindness,
the spirit of long suffering, and of
gentleness toward our fellow men,
for that is the Spirit of the Redeemer, our Lord and Master.
I was touched with his counsel,
too, and I reflected on what we find
recorded concerning the counsels
to operate

Adam, when

of

through obedience and faithfulness,
he niay know while yet in life, that
his course is approved of the Lord,
and that it will bring to him a re-

sons,

eternal

life.

I bear you my testimony, as a witness for the Lord this day, that T do
know that these are the truths of
God, that this Gospel is indeed the
power of God unto salvation, and

exaltation, unto all

who

will

obev

precepts, and there is
no other plan instituted by the Gods
for the salvation of the children of
men in the name of Jesus Christ.
faithfully

its

:

Amen.
The

choir sang the

hymn. "True

to the faith.''

ELDER GERMAN E. ELLSWORTH
(President of Northern States Mission.)

My

brethren and sisters, I rejoice
having the privilege of mingling
with you in this General Conference
I enjoyed, beyond
of the Church.
measure, the instructions and the
spirit of our morning session, and
the
words of President Smith
wherein he said that the members
in

Church of Jesus Christ of
Latter-day Saints are at peace with
themselves, and there was no spirit
of contention one with another
of the

in

in the spirit of love

lowing- the dictates of his conscience,
may obtain eternal life, and
he

ward of
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before he

earth, he called his sons

and

lived in

all

his

left this

and grand-

the generations that
day, around him and

gave them information concerning
the things that he knew of God his
Father. The knowledge that Adam

possessed concerning his Father was

handed down to his sons, his grandsons,
and great-grand-sons, and
possibly

many

other

generations.

Those who lived in the days of
Adam were acquainted with their
fore-fathers, and possibly lived in
the presence of many generations,
and a knowledge of God was un-

derstood by them, and many of them
kept the commandments of the
Lord.
From time to time, during the
days of the prophets of old, the Lord
revealed Himself unto His children,

and His

attributes

and His

loving kindness were known among
the children of men.
On one occasion, when He was about to destroy the cities of the plains, we are
told
that one of the prophets
pleaded with Him not to do so, asking for the privilege of going and
gathering out those who were
honest, saying if he could find fifty
righteous, would He spare the cities,
and later if He would spare the
cities even if he found but ten righteous.
And the Lord said His
mercv would be extended toward

