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54 GENERAL CONFERENCE

like the Father, and just like the duties. Every man holding the

Son. Christ has passed through Priesthood, every woman who is a

these conditions and is now an ex- member of the Church, strive to

alted being on high, exactly like the learn the truth as it is in Christ

Father, who is a being with a body Jesus who speaks for the Father,

of flesh and bones quickened by the learn the truth for ourselves, and be

eternal spirit that quickeneth all so imbued by the spirit of truth that

things, and in Him dwelleth the we can discern truth from error and

fulness of truth and life and glory light from darkness, and then, hav-

and power and increase forever and ing strength and power and ability

ever. And those who follow in the in ourselves, to live by it, overcome

footsteps of Jesus Christ, who is all things, and be prepared to inher-

now to all purposes like the Father, it all things. God help us to do so,

will inherit similar glory, and it for Christ's sake. Amen,
will never fade away, and it will

be exemplified in them to the full. Brother David Rees sang a tenor

The spirit of life will be within them solo, entitled, "Oh, Divine Re-

in body and in spirit, and they will deemer."

increase forever and ever, and like

the blessing that comes to our elder ELDER GEORGE F. RICHARDS.
.brother, Jesus Christ, of the increase

of their kingdom there shall be no Sacrifice made willingly for the Gospel's

1
sake.—Hymns sung in L. D. S. meet-

e11
•

.
. ings should express true sentiments.

—

Now, myjirethren and sisters, in Musical ability a God-given talent to

order to attain unto this great glory be used.

'

—the gift of eternal life which

comes
'

to us from the Father, I have seen, heard and felt much

through Jesus Christ His Son, we during this conference for which I

must live' for it. He will give unto am thankful to the Lord. The

us eternal life and we shall enjoy' large attendance at the meetings,

it to the full, if we are sanctified the singing, the inspiring remarks

by the truth. That is a principle and the influence of the Holy Spir-

vou will find in the prayer that I it. all contribute to make this con-

have alluded to, recorded in the ference most interesting,

seventeenth chapter of John. We Those of us who have had years

have to be sanctified by the truth, of experience in the Church, who

We have to learn the truth and then have tried to conform our lives to

live it. God will impart it unto us, thp spirit and teachings of the gos-

here a little and there a little, line pel love to hear it expounded and

upon line, nrecept upon precept, and when we do hear it touched upon

through His anointed servants by song or Sermon it vibrates

whom He has called and appointed, trough our souls. From speaker

He will convev to us those truths to hearer the Spirit flows as oil from
'

which we must receive in order to vessel to vessel, and we are able to

attain unto this great glory. Let testify to its truth,

us "live by every word that comes My heart has been made to re-

from the mouth of God." Let us joice in the testimony of my breth-

be ready and be instant, in season ren. and in the instruction's 'they

and out of season, to perform our have given during this conference.



ELDER GEORGE F. RICHARDS. 55

As I listened to the opening dis-

course yesterday morning- by our
beloved President, my mind seemed
enlightened and my capacity en-
larged to comprehend the beauties
of the gospel, as I seldom have been
privileged to do ; and my love of the
truth and my appreciation of what
the Lord has done for me and for
you in providing a means of salva-
tion and exaltation in His presence
were greatly stimulated.

I thank the Lord that I have been
able to see the truth, to love it and to
obey it ; notwithstanding the gospel
requires that we deny ourselves
many things which our carnal ap-
petites and desires crave, and the
gratification of which would give us
a degree of pleasure. Notwith-
standing it requires us to sacrifice,

in some instances, association with
parents, wives, husbands, children,
friends, occupation and place among
the people, and to sacrifice our time
and means. I thank God for the
gospel. I desire to say unto this
vast congregation that T find my
greatest joy and satisfaction in de-
nying myself, and sacrificing in this
way for the gospel, to the extent
that I have been called upon to thus
sacrifice. It is my testimony to you,
my brethren and sisters, and the
stranger that is with us, that as we
engage to serve the Lord, to keep
His commandments, and in proper
spirit deny ourselves and sacrifice
for the cause of truth, .we are bet-
ter, happier and more hopeful. God
sustains us by His power and by a
testimony and assurance on « every
occasion that the thing which we
have done is pleasing and accept-
able unto Him. Tt is food to our
souls, it sustains and builds us up, it

gives us joy, and hope of the bless-
ing of eternal life:

*

I know the gospel is true, and I

know the words to which we have
listened during this conference are
true, and I commend them to all

who have had the privilege of hear-
ing. The singing of the songs of
Zion causes our souls to vibrate with
a hearty response, and with our
hearts full of joy and praise we sing-

to the Lord in our conferences, and
in other meetings and worshiping
assemblies. The Lord has said that
when we sing His praises, when
the sacred hymns are the sentiments
of our hearts, they will be received
by Him as a prayer, and will be an-
swered in blessings upon our heads.
I have been delighted with the sing-
ing during this conference, that of
the choir and congregation, and also
the vocal solos which we have heard.

Just a word of criticism in rela-
tion to singing, although I do not
pose as a musician or a singer. In
my traveling among the Saints, I

have observed in some quarters that
there is a disposition to displace the
Latter-day Saint hymns with sec-
tarian songs, which have been com-
posed by those who know not the
gospel, and not, in every instance,
are the sentiments expressed in
those songs in harmony with the
truth. It is a matter of embarrass-
ment to call our peoples' attention
on such occasions to the necessity
for culling out those hymns which
do not express the truth, in which
we can pour out our souls and sing
with meaning and heart to the Lord,
such as will .meet with His approval'
and call down a blessing upon us.
I suppose that some of our breth-
ren, choir leaders, would say that
these hymns are old, that we want
something new, something full of
life and vim. I want to call atten-
tion to the fact that that which is .

dearer to us than all else, the gospel
of the Lord Jesus Christ, is not



56 GENERAL CONFERENCE.

new. There is nothing with which
we have to do that is older than the
gospel; there is nothing dearer. Do
we love our fathers and our moth-
ers less because of their age, be-
cause they are getting old? No;
and I tell you that these hymns,
which have been selected by inspir-

ation from the Lord, they are never
tiring- to the Latter-day Saints.

They contain valuable sermons, and
the people like to hear them, and
we ought not to tire in singing
them. Even in vocal solos there
are some in our hymn books, such
as "O, my Father," "The Seer,"
""Come, come ye Saints," and others
that cannot be outdone or improved
upon. I think it would be nice for
our singers to try and arrange
beautiful music to these beautiful
words of praise and prayer to God.
I know it would be edifying and ap-
preciated by the Latter-day Saints,

-especially since we are adopting as
a practice in the Church, more uni-
versally, congregational singing.

I desire to call attention of the
bishops of the wards, and the choir
leaders, to the fact that there is

much talent among the Latter-day
Saints which is dormant, which
ought to be developing, and which
should be encouraged among the
young people. That is the time,
while people are young, to develop
the talent, and to utilize the abilities

of those who are specially gifted.
They should be encouraged to use,
to a greater degree, the talent which
God has given to them. I recognize
that all talents are God-given. This
would enable the Saints more uni-
versally to join in congregational
singing. Unto the people I would
say, when you are solicited to join
with the choirs of the Church to
sirtg these hymns, you ought to feel
that it is a mission, and feel that

you are honored, to be called to sing

in the congregations of the Saints

the hymns inspired of the Lord.
This is a very important feature of

the worship of the Latter-day
Saints.

Brethren and sisters, I rejoice

with you in the blessings of the

Lord to us as a people ; the blessings

which I enjoy you enjoy ; the knowl-
edge and testimony which I have of

the truth, I know that hundreds and
thousands of you enjoy, in com-
mon with me. It is well for us to be

reminded of these things as we al-

ways are when we meet in the wor-
ship of the Lord. I advise the

Saints to be faithful in attendance
upon their sacramental and worship-
ing meetings, as well as at your
quorum and auxiliary association

meetings, and thus give' evidence to

the Lord of your appreciation of

what He has done for you.
I pray the blessing of the Lord

upon all Israel. May His Spirit

guide us in the ways of truth, duty
and righteousness, that we may be
saved in His kingdom, I pray in

the name of Jesus Christ. Amen.

ELDER DAVID 0. M'KAY.

The Church must be kept free from
worldly evil.—Individual righteousness
the strength of the Church.— Insid-
ious forms and times of temptation-
Resistance of evil wins respect even of
the wicked.—The Saints "peculiar" be-
cause unspotted from the world.

Wordsworth once wrote of Mil-
ton, "Thy soul was like a star and
dwelt apart." It seems to me, after
listening to the brethren testify to
the principles of the gospel and the
high standard of living among the
Latter-day Saints, that this people
"dwells apart," that they should be
in reality "a peculiar people." I do




