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1ert that, j1111t 11.1 ■ure a11 we are 
here, the Lord will uot be 1110::J.:ed. 
Eyidencc11 of Hi• di11plea1urc will 
co111c upon the people. Probably 
you have wi1hed 1omctime,: that 
there might come upon your own 
.,on11 and dau~htcn who were way
ward, •tho tllough not entirely e..-il, 
l'>'Ollld not li1ten to your coumcl 
concerning what you koow i1 
best for them; somethinv that 
would turn them from their 
waywardness, that would in
cline their hearts to the Lord, 
even though it brought suf
fering- and sorro'½ upon them, for 
the time being. So also the great 
Father, in IIis kindness and mercy 
to His earthlv children, will bring 
to pass those' providences, whether 
it be by fire and Uoud, and vapor 
of smoke, or by earthquakes, or 
by the sea heaving itself beyond 
its bounds, by tornados, or otl1er 
calamities of various descriptions, 
-or what arc seeming calamities, 
but which in reality may t11rn to 
be blessings. IIc will call atten
tion to His Go.~pel, and will turn 
the hearts of the people, more and 
more, to this great work. I believe 
it will increa■~ more rapidly from 
thi1 time forward, in fact, I feel 
sure of that. 

I rejoice in the te1timony of the 
trnth, and the lrnowkdge that God 
live,. I know that Jo,cph Smith 
·••a ■ raiae<l np a Prophet of the 
Lord to lay the foundatiom of thi1 
work, and that it i1 being carried 
011 by the power of God. )k..-er in 
the hi■tory of thi1 Church wu 
there a more tmhert feeling than 
there i1 today among the member,, 
a feeling that they will ~u~tain their 
leaden, the Fint Pre1idency, the 
Ap:i,tle1, the Seventie~, and all the 
pre~iding authoritie■. There i~ 
more .,tability today in the souls of 

the Latter-day Saints the world 
over, than has been the case he
fore in the history of the Church. 
I believe, from all the information 
I can get, that the people are as 
well satisfied, if not better satis
fied-many of them, I will say, are 
better satisfied-,vith the adminis
tration of the affairs of the Church 
today than ever before in our his
tory. \Ve know these men whom 
the Lord has called fo preside over 
the Church; we know their devo
tion, their self-sacrific e, and that 
their only aim, object and interest 
is to further the work of God. I 
sustain them, I believe you sustain 
them; and I propose, my breth
ren and sisters, that we continue to 
stand by them. God bless you, one 
and all, through Jesus Christ, 
_.\men. 

ELDER GEORGE F, RICHARDS. 

Tho Go1pel a perfect plan of u.lvation, 
when iu orocopt1 are oboy_ed.-A per
fect condition made po111bk in thi1 
lifo by obedience to Go1pel J1.1,.,..
Evil-doin1 denounced. 

I rejoice with you, my beloved 
brethren and sisters, in the privil
eg~, and blessings of thi.~ confer
ence. l rejoice in seeing the multi
tuck of Latter-day Saints gathered 
together this beautiful Sabbath 
morning, in conference capacity, to 
worship the Lord. While it is 
somewhat embarrassilw to stand 
here, the object of the gaze of ten 
or twelve thousand people, I am 
pleased to have this opportnnity, as 
it affords a means of introduction 
to the Latter-day Saints. 

During the past six months T 
have had the privilege of visiting 
eighteen stakes of Zion, , and at
tending their quarterly confer-
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enccs; some of those stakes J 
visited a second time. I 
thus formed the acquaintance 
many valiant Latter-day Saints, 
and have learned somewhat of 
their faithfulness. I love the peo
ple as I learn to know their true 
character. It is mv desire and 
hope that I rnay, in the near future, 
have the p:ivile,Re of visiting the 
other stakes of Zion. I want to in
crease my acqnaintances among" the 
faithful T .. attcr-day Saints, for I 
love the men and the women who 
,,mrship God, and love the religion 
we have mutually embraced. I de
sire to know the Latter-day Saints 
better and more extensively than 
hitherto, and I wish the Latter-day 
Saints to know me. I desire to 
have their confidence, their prayers, 
and their support, so that if, by 
the help of the lnrd, I may be able 
to give them some good counsel 
occasionally they will not hesitate 
to accept it. 

The Lord has very generous] y 
blessed us during the meetings of 
this conference; His Spirit has 
been poured out upon us in grcai 
abundance. in great richness and 
power; and those who have spoken 
have been led by Its influence. \Ve 
have been edified, comforted and 
encourage(! by what we have heard, 
and the Spirit of the Lord has im
pressed upon our minds and hearts 
the trnths which have been spoken. 
\Ve have also been edified by the 
thou~hts which have aris en in our 
minds, as a result of what we liave 
heard from those \vho have 
under the promptings of the 
of the Lord. I firmly believe 
one of the most fruitfol sources 
of spiritual education lies in the 
thou~hts which arise in our own 
hearts, perhaps apart and indc-

pendent of that which we arc lis
tening to. \Ve are fed upon the 
bread of life by the Spirit of the 
Lord, and I feel that we have been 
so fed at this conference. 

The Gospel p1esents to us a 
most beautiful picture, and it seems 
to me that the picture was never 
quite so beautiful before, as it has 
presented itself to my mind during 
the meetings of this conference. 
The moral and religious code em
braced in the (',ospel of the Lord 
Jesus Christ, as tang-ht Dy the Lat
ter-day Saints, is of the highest 
character: it emanated from God 
Himself, from the heavens above, 
and Jesus Christ our Savior was 
the Great Exponent. The Gospel 
is without defect, it is a perfect 
plan; it is God's O\Vn guide to a 
perfect life; and there is infinite 
power within it, the pmver to save 
those who will yield obedience to 
its precepts, ordinances, laws and 
doctrines. It is the plan by which 
our Savior lived, by which He 
reached perfection, through which 
Ile ascended to the Father, and is 
now enjoying the glories of His 
kinwlom. It is the plan that 
throur;h obedience thereto, will 
hring us hack into His presence, 
and crown us heirs to His glory. 
This is what it can do for every
one 0£ our Heavenly Father·s 
children. It is offered for our sal
vation, but it is left with us to ac
cept or reject it. The Jaw is given; 
the plan is offcrrd, but it wiU profit 
us nothing unless we accept it. The 
great mission work of our Savior, 
His atonement, will not profit us 
anything if \VC do not live the law, 
except that we arc brought forth 
from the as are all our 
F ather's for "as in Adam 
all die, so in Christ are all made 
alive." \Ve cannot hope to be hen-
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the genealogies of their kindred. 
There would be less difficulty in 
getting Ehlers to go abroad and 
preach the gospel, under these con
dition.;;, for the love that men 
would have in their hearts for their 
icllow men would kad them, in 
greater numbers, to volunteer their 
services. \Ve love the God ,ve 
worship, and give evidence of that 
love by assembling in our meeting 
houses and worshiping Tlim with 
full ourpose of heart. \Ve evidence 
our love by keeping" His cornmand
ments, and by loving one another, 
indulging in no back-biting, nor 
evil speaking of each other, no 
bearing of false witness against 
our neighbors. 

If all of 
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throw and destruction. Oh surely 
we cannot be so unwise, so mdif
fc.rcnt to the counsels of the Holy 
Priesthood. 

I testify to you today, my breth
ren and sisters, that this Gospel is 
true, that it is the saving- power 
and that those who will yieJd obe
dience to its principles will be sav
ed and exalted in the presence of 
God. There is nothing truer, there 
ca,n be nothing truer. This Gospel 
is as tru e as the stars of heaven, 
as true as the sun which shines in 
midday, as enduring as the ever
lasting hills, and is without defect; 
it is suited to the condition s of all 
men in all ages, in all circumstances 
:ind conditions of life, and it needs 
not to be modified, amended or 
chang-ed. I tcstiiy that Joseph 
Smith was a Prophet of God; I 
know that, althoug-h I never saw 
him. I know it as Peter knew that 
Jesus was the Christ-because God 
revealed it unto him. \Vho can 
see the mighty results of the proc
lamati on of Gospel truths, the 
fruits that have come forth from 
the tree and then condemn the 
tree? He is a disbeliever in the 
word of God who can do so. 

I pray the blessings of the Lord 
to be wit h you, my brethren and 
sisters. ?\fay Hi s peace abide with 
you in your homes. May God's 
blessings attend us in the continu
ance of this conference , I humbly 
pra y, in the name of Jesus Christ. 
Amen. 

Th e choir sang the anthem, 
"Rouse, 0 ye Mortals." 

ELDER ORSON F, WHITNEY. 

Liberty's perfec t law.-Charges aga inst 
Joseph Smith and "Mormo nism" re
futcd.-Eternal origin of the Gospel.-

Review of the dispensations.- Free
dom and her champions .- Joscph 
Smith an American patriot- Hi s. 
views on unri ghteous dominion.-• 
"Mormonism" ver sus tyranny.-No 
king till Chri st comes.-How the 
world \yill be compelled.-God watches 
over His own. 

The spiri t of poesy seems to 
have pervaded this conference to, 
some extent, and perhaps that will 
account for a little stanza that is 
now floating through my mind: 

"Break! Break! Break! 
On thy cold gray stones, 0 sea! 

And I would that my heart could utte1-
The thoug hts that arise in me." 

Many good things have been said 
by the various speakers who have 
adrlresse(\ the congregations, and 
it would be difficult indeed to de
cide which arc the most important 
or t he mos t edifying. The main 
difficulty with a speaker at 
conference time is not to 
find a subject, Ll1t rather 
to select one from th e many 
that are presented to the mind, an(t 
to so condense his thoughts and his 
words as to come within the allo t
ted time. I hope that I may have 
the gOCKl Spirit to inspire me, tha t I 
may speak the things most needfu l 
to be spoken. I have no other desire 
than to declare the truth, as God 
shall give me utterance. 

I was very much impressed, upon 
the open ing day, with the address 
of President Joseph F. Sm ith, and 
particularly \vith what he said in 
relation to the kingdom whose king 
is Jesus Christ. I have also been 
impressed with what Brother Nib
ley has said regarding the purpose, 
spiri t, and mission of what the 
world terms "Mormonism;" and I 
marvel, in the light of such utt er
ances, and in the light of what I 
know to be true concerning this 
people and this religion, that the 




